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kingdom. Perumal directed him to take his bath in the Mani
Muktha nadhi. He said that from the river, a sword will be
presented to him. He should take that sword and then fight
with his enemies. He assured him he will regain his kingdom.
Accordingly, the king had his bath in the Mani Muktha nadhi. A
brilliant sword arose from nowhere from the middle of the river.
He received it. Suddenly, from nowhere a horse also appeared.
The king got on to the horse, took the sword and fought with
the enemies, vanquished them and regained the kingdom. As a
thanksgiving measure, he offered a lot of land, precious jewels
etc., to the temple. He celebrated a great utsavam which was
attended by Devas. This festival was celebrated for nine days in
the month of Visakam (Sukla pakshani pournami thithi). Even
today, this festival is celebrated in the temple.

Yet another incident connected with this divya desain is
associated with the life history of Thirumangai Alwar, the great
vaishnavite saint It was here that Thirumangai Mannan was
initiated into vaishnavism and the mudra abharana ceremony
was performed by none other than the Perumal himself to
Thirumangai Mannan.

The story of Thirumangai Mannan and how he became
a famous Alwar are well known. It is sufficient if here we
recapitulate only certain relevant parts in the life history of
the vaishnavite saint. Thirumangai Mannan wanted to many
Rumudavalli. She agreed to marry him provided he would
feed thousand vaishnavites every day for a period of one year.
Thirumangai Mannan fulfilled this wish even by waylaying rich
persons near Thirumanam Kollai and by diverting the taxes
whicn he had^collected in his area as a chieftain. Once when the
king came to know about this misappropriation of tax collections,
he was furious. He put him 'behind the bars inside the temple
itself. Even today, the devotees are shown a place in the temple
where Thirumangai Mannan was said to have been imprisoaedl&r
those days. When Thirumangai Mannan was lying in the prison,,
Perumal appeared in his dream and told him that a sum equal to
the'&oney that was Diverted by hnri would fce'fon&d cbteealed

